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Six Award-Winning Outdoor Adventures for the Whole Family!
Nobody Does “Outdoor Adventure” Like Hocking Hills Canopy Tours!
‘- ~

‘Open Mid-March through Novembm' L‘Dc’at @rUST OFF U.S. ROUTE 33, in Rockbridge, Ohio.
Hocking Hills Canopy Tours 10’7’( ckson Street, Rockbridge, Ohio 43149 .1 dd ‘



https://www.hockinghillscanopytours.com
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BELMONT COUNTY 225TH

lights up the sky

From the towering stones of the Great Stone Viaduct to the stories that shaped
a nation, Belmont County has been part of America’s journey since the beginning.
Join us in 2026 as we celebrate our shared history with events, community pride,
and unforgettable moments.
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https://visitbelmontcounty.com

OHIO'S NEWEST

STATE PARK LODGE

Hocking Hills Lodge & Conference Center is
nestled in the heart of the popular Hocking Hills
State Park. The lodge has on-site trail access to
Whispering Cave and the expansive trail system in
the state park. The lodge features impressive heavy
timber framing, soaring windows, and grand stone
fireplaces. Expansive views of the surrounding
woodlands can be enjoyed from both the lodge and

guestrooms.

qucking Hills

LODGE & CONFERENCE CENTER

20020 State Route 664 South, Logan, OH 43138
740-270-6100 e HockingHillsParkLodge.com

GREAT
OHIO LODGES

LODGING & AMENTITIES

81 guestrooms

40 two-bedroom cabins
Wi-Fi in lodge public areas
and guestrooms

Conference and event space
for up to 150 guests

DINING

Rock House Restaurant
Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner

Rock House Pub
Craft Beers | Cocktails | Wine

Cafe '22, a Grab-and-Go Cafe &
Coffee Bar

ACTIVITIES

Indoor swimming pool & hot tub

Outdoor swimming pool &
all season hot tub

Gift shop
Grand terrace with Solo Stoves®

Access to John Glenn
Astronomy Park

Whispering Cave Trail
Disc golf course


https://hockinghillsparklodge.com
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ENHANCE YOUR
RUNNING
EXPERIENCE

o EXPERT FIT & ANALYSIS

Our trained experts provide
personalized fittings & gait
analysis--trusted by runners across
Ohio. From athletes and walkers to
healthcare professionals, Second
Sole helps you move comfortably
and confidently in top brands like
Brooks, Hoka, On & many more.

@chMUNITY DRIVEN

We take pride in being a part of the
neighborhoods we serve. You will find us
supporting local schools, partnering with
road races, and giving back through

: nonprofit organizations that strengthen

i  our communities. We believe Ohio runs

:  best when we run together.

YIJUR LOCAL RUNNING HUB

We are more than a shoe store--Second
Sole is your home for all things running.
Across our locations, you'll find
welcoming o run/walk groups that meet
weekly to connect, train, and have fun.
From your first mile to your next
marathon--Second Sole has been ,"-
bu]|ding community and supporting - i
runners every step of the way.

BOARDMAN - CANTON - WODSTER .,
GAHANNA - LYNDHURST s
MASSILLON - MEDINA - TOLEDO .



https://secondsoleohio.com

As we welcome the summer season, this issue, STARS, STRIPES & SUMMER, is dedicated to a
theme that feels both timely and inspiring: America250. Across the country, communities are beginning to
commemorate this milestone with a renewed sense of pride, creativity, and connection. In these pages,
you'll find a vibrant collection of events, concerts, festivals, and outdoor adventures that reflect the spirit
of this moment—celebrations that honor our history while inviting us to experience it together in new and
meaningful ways.

From lively main streets filled with music and local flavor to scenic trails and open-air gatherings, this
issue captures the energy of a nation preparing to mark an important chapter. Whether you're planning a
weekend getaway, seeking out family-friendly festivals, or simply looking to enjoy the beauty of the season
close to home, we hope these articles inspire you to explore and participate.

All the different informative editions of Compass Ohio magazine would not be possible without the
dedication and talent of our incredible team. | want to extend my sincere thanks to our writers, whose
creative talents bring each destination and event to life; our proofreaders, whose careful attention to detail
ensures clarity and polish; and our design and layout staff, whose creativity and precision shapes the visual
experience of every page. Their collaboration and commitment are what make this publication truly special.

As always, thank you for reading and for being part of our community. Here’s to a summer filled with
discovery, celebration, and memorable moments.

Douglos . Eick, WA y
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Compass Ohio is your guide to travel, food, and fun. We spotlight seasonal events, small towns, | ADVERTISE WITH US!
and roadtrip-worthy destinations across Ohio and beyond. % Call: 330.418.3274

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in this publicaton do not necessarily reflect the policy or position of Compass Media, LLC. ) Email: sal es@c om passoh io.com
\._I q Z

Licking County

EXPLORE
LICKI!INI'(Yi B honoring our history. Find your way to local events happening
cou in Licking County. | EXPLORELC.ORG/COMPASSOH

FIND YOUR WAY
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Celebrates America250
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BEFORE AMENCA:
THE ANCIENT WON DEROF

By Trish Mann

The 706-acre preserve protects a 2,000-year-
old Hopewell earthwork. Here, the Hopewell
Culture thrived between roughly 50 BCE and 400
CE. What they builtis not a historical footnote, but
history is still visible along the Scioto.

The Hopewell were not a single tribe but a
culture whose shared beliefs, trade networks, and
engineering skills shaped earthworks across the
along the Scioto River. They left no eastern continent. Copper from the Great Lakes,
mica from the Appalachian Mountains, obsidian from Wyoming, and marine shells from
the Gulf of Mexico. Materials crossed the continent long before wheels, horses, or iron
tools appeared here.

The earthworks served as ceremonial gathering places where communities
honored the dead and strengthened social ties. Tremper Mound sits on a terrace
above the Scioto River, surrounded by an oval earthen wall nearly 500 feet across.
Archaeologists believe the eight-foot-tall mound was built in the late first century BCE
over the burned remains of a ceremonial Great House where the Hopewell cremated

Long before there was an Ohio or
a United States, a civilization was

building something remarkable

Photo courtesy of Brian Prose

written language and no stone
temples. What they left were

earthworks. One of the most striking

still stands today at Tremper Mound their dead.
. . When archaeologist William C. Mills excavated the mound in 1915, he uncovered
Preserve in Scioto County. the charred remains of that structure and more than 500 artifacts, many intentionally

broken as offerings.

Among the most remarkable finds were 136 stone platform pipes. Ninety were
carved as animal effigies. Predators like hawks and panthers appeared alongside
toads and water birds, reflecting the Hopewell people’s connection to the surrounding
landscape.

Much of the pipestone came from quarries in lllinois and Minnesota, further
evidence of long-distance trade routes connecting the Scioto Valley to distant regions.

8  Pointing You to Adventure »



Photo courtesy of Brian Prose

Tremper Mound did not stand alone.
[t formed part of the Portsmouth
Earthworks, once the world’s largest
prehistoric earthwork complex. This
network covered more than 25 square
miles across southern Ohio and northern
Kentucky.

Earthen-walled avenues once connected mound centers across
both sides of the Ohio River. Today, most of that system has disappeared
beneath the modern city of Portsmouth. Tremper Mound remains one of
the few surviving pieces.

Although the mound lies outside the UNESCO World Heritage
designation that includes several other Ohio Hopewell sites, it belongs
to the same cultural story. Archaeologist Jarrod Burks, who has studied
the Scioto Valley for years, calls Tremper “One of the most unique and
carefully excavated mounds in Ohio.” The site
may hold clues to understanding how Hopewell
ceremonial traditions developed in the region.

The preserve protects more than archaeology.
Along Pond Creek and the Scioto River, wetlands,
floodplain forest, and restored grasslands support
cerulean warblers, herons, wood ducks, turtles,
and river otters. The Arc of Appalachia has restored
more than 200 acres of riparian forest while
protecting this remarkable archaeological site.

‘Eaéy-to-moderate trails wind through the preserve, but there are

" no restrooms or facilities, so plan ahead. Dogs are welcome on a leash,

and visitors should remain on marked trails to protect the mound and
surrounding habitat.

After visiting the preserve, many travelers continue their journey just
a few miles away to Mound Park. Here, visitors can still see remnants
of the once massive horseshoe-shaped earthworks that were part of the
larger Portsmouth Earthworks complex.

For those interested in learning more about the people behind
these remarkable structures, another meaningful stop is the Southern
Ohio Museum and Cultural Center on Gallia Street in Portsmouth.
The Art of the Ancients exhibition displays thousands of prehistoric
Native American artifacts associated with the Portsmouth Earthworks,
offering a closer look at the craftsmanship, symbolism, and daily life of

these ancient cultures.

“‘ Together, these sites help tell the story of a
\ region shaped by both nature and human history.
Here, along the edge of Appalachian Ohio,
wooded hills rise above river valleys and winding
waterways. The landscape invites travelers to
slow down, take the scenic route, and discover
places that many people pass by without realizing
their significance.

‘Cgiﬁi; passaé(a.com 9



There’s something distinctive about Warren County, PA. Perhaps
it's the way history feels close here in the bend of the Allegheny River,
in the stories shared at the Kinzua Heritage Festival, and in the quiet
pride of neighbors who have served their country. As America prepares
to mark 250 years of independence, Warren County offers a powerful
reminder that service is not just part of its past, it is part of its character.

In fact, veterans are venerated here. “Warren County is very
patriotic, as it has more veterans per capita than any other place in
Pennsylvania,” said Warren County Visitors Bureau Executive Director
Lisa Card. The Warren County Fourth of July Celebration, July 3-4, is
a fradition that draws people locally and from many states away.

“We have a huge celebration with fireworks, the Warren's Got
Talent show, car shows, the fireman'’s battle, cutest baby contest, and
more,” said Card. “This Fourth of July will be even more special with
the America Cornfield 250 being held in Columbus Township on
July 4 and 5.” The event features Mega Truck Shows, Challenger Car
Racing and Enduros, MX Freestyle, Side by Side Racing, the launch

10 - _PointingYou to Adventure )

By Kathy Vogel, BA

of the Baker Hill Tri-County ATV Club, bands, fireworks, camping, and
much more.

Summer continues with the 95th Annual Warren County Fair,
August 10-15 in Pittsfield. The fairgrounds transform into a lively hub
of rides, livestock, artisan crafts, and live entertainment. Events include
the Monday Night “Chute-Out” Rodeo, horse pulls, 4-H activities,
antique tractor pulls, modified truck and tractor pulls, stock car football,
and live music — a celebration of agriculture and community spirit.

Late August brings the Kinzua Heritage Festival in Russell, a
family-friendly event honoring local history and Appalachian culture.
Once a historic Seneca Nation settlement along the Allegheny
River, the Kinzua area was flooded after construction of the Kinzua
Dam in the 1960s. Today, the festival strives to keep that past alive
through historical re-enactors, traditional craft demonstrations,
music, and storyteling — a living reminder that in Warren
County, history is not simply remembered, it is carried forward.
Learn more at www.wcvb.net.
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APPALACHIAN HILLS E
WILDLIFE AREA VISITOR
CENTER

Outdoor recreation has long drawn visitors to Morgan County.
With thousands of acres of public land, three state parks, and miles of
trails and waterways, the area offers plenty of space to hike, fish, hunt,
camp, and explore. Soon, visitors will have a new place to begin their
adventure as the Ohio Department of Natural Resources prepares
to open a visitor center at Appalachian Hills Wildlife Area, located
between McConnelsville and Cumberland.

The new Appalachian Hills Wildlife Area Visitor Center will
serve as a starting point for those discovering the region’s natural
landscapes. The two-story timber structure will feature indoor and
outdoor learning spaces designed to introduce visitors to the wildlife,
habitats, and outdoor opportunities found across southeast Ohio.

Inside the building, educational displays and interactive exhibits
will highlight the history of the land and the diverse environments that
make up the wildlife area. Floor-to-ceiling windows will look out across
rolling hills and open grasslands, giving visitors a sweeping view of the
surrounding landscape.

Outdoor viewing areas will extend the experience. A 360-degree
scenic ramp and observation deck will give visitors elevated vantage

points. From here, they
can watch wildlife and
enjoy views across the
Appalachian foothills.

One of the most
anticipated additions to
the center will be a small herd of American bison. Bison once roamed
across Ohio, but disappeared from the region during the 1800s. Their
presence at the Appalachian Hills will help visitors learn about Ohio’s
early wildlife history. It also highlights the importance of protecting
natural habitats.

Morgan County welcomes Vvisitors to enjoy spending time
outdoors. Lakes, forests, and open land create opportunities to explore
throughout the year. Burr Oak State Park, Jesse Owens State Park,
and Muskingum River State Park provide places to fish, boat, hike,
camp, and hunt. The area is also known for birdwatching and wildlife
viewing.

Start planning your next adventure to Morgan County by visiting
www.visitmorgancountyohio.com.

a Visit
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Chautauqua Institution
716-357-6250
Discover.CHQ.org
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Lucy Desi Museum
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716-484-0800 - T, A
LucyDesi.com

| 716-355-4141
PKNPK.com

Lake Erie Wine Country
LakeErieWineCountry.org
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CHAUT',AU QUA
& LAKE ERIE NY

. TOURCH%UTAUQUA.COM

866.908.4569 | #TourChautauqua @O0 M!t-om;?s&m§
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https://tourchautauqua.com
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By Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau

It's no secret that people are drawn to the water. So, it only makes
sense that the most popular activities in Chautauqua County involve our
lakes. We boast over 45 miles of Lake Erie shoreline, Chautauqua Lake,
the largest inland lake in western New York, Findley Lake, Cassadaga
Lakes, and Bear Lake. Each lake offers its own unique style and set of
activities and experiences.

One of the best ways to enjoy the waters of Chautauqua & Lake Erie
NY is by boat. Boaters from many states make the trip to experience our
lakes during spring, summer, and fall. Boat rentals are available for visitors
who are planning a trip who do not have their own. Most boat rentals are
available on Chautauqua Lake and offer options including pontoon boats,
ski boats and small fishing boats. When it comes to canoeing, kayaking,
and paddle-boarding, visitors can bring their own, rent one, or join a
guided outing.

The lakes and waterways of Chautauqua & Lake Erie NY provide
some of the most rewarding fishing experiences in northeastern America,
attracting anglers from all over. Local bodies of water are known for bass,
walleye, yellow perch, muskellunge, and steelhead.

Another great way to spend time near the water in Chautauqua
County is a day at the beach. Sunset Bay Beach is among the most
popular beaches in western New York. Nearby Dunkirk offers two Lake
Erie beaches—one at Point Gratiot Park and the other at Wright
Park, which also features a splash pad. Barcelona Harbor offers an un-
lifeguarded beachfront area which is popular with sunbathers.

Many visitors to Chautauqua & Lake Erie, NY enjoy exploring the
local waters by booking an excursion. Cruise aboard the steam-driven
paddle wheeler Chautauqua Belle or join a floating party on a Tiki Tour
by Bemus Bay Water Toys. Travel across the narrows of Chautauqua
Lake aboard the Bemus Point-Stow Ferry or book a private charter with
“One Fine Day Boat Charters.”

Take in breathtaking lake views at restaurants and accommodations
along the lakeshore. Stay on Chautauqua Lake at the Athenaeum
Hotel at Chautauqua Institution and the Chautauqua Harbor Hotel.
In addition to lodging, both offer highly rated lakefront dining. Choose
from multiple lakefront dining options in the villages of Bemus Point and
Mayville. Experience lakefront dining on Lake Erie in Westfield/Barcelona,
along the Dunkirk Pier, and in Hideaway Bay and Sunset Bay near Silver

CompassOhis.com
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By Diane Lautenschleger

Tuscarawas County, nestled
among the rolling hills of eastern
Ohio, offers a warm and welcoming
gateway into America’s story—one
that feels especially meaningful

as the nation approaches its 250th
anniversary in 2026. As the United
States prepares to commemorate the
signing of the Declaration of
Independence on July 4, 2026,
Tuscarawas County is proud to
honor its rich heritage with a year-
long series of special events and

commemorative programs.
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